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from the first. The hopeless breach in the democratic ranks made it out the question that either faction should carry the national election. 1 Constitutional Unionists were not well organised, and their appeal was best a negative one. Indeed, the republicans alone were both confident 2 united. The only possible danger in the way of their success was in possibility that the election might be thrown into the house of representath Nevertheless the ensuing canvass was hotly contested. The republic* adopted the tactics of the Harrison campaign of 1840 and throughout North enthusiasm was aroused by torch-light processions ^ and enorm< mass meetings. At the South were heard on every side mutterings of secess an'", war. The September and October state elections foreshadowed ' election of Lincoln, which the results in November more than justified. 1 republicans carried every Northern state except New Jersey and elected fc out of the seven electors even in that state. Douglas received only the vo of Missouri and three from New Jersey. Bell carried the three border sta of Kentucky, Tennessee, and Virginia. Breckinridge carried the entire Sou However, while Lincoln and Hamlin received 180 electoral votes to 103 all other candidates, they received only a minority of the popular vot The figures for the latter showed the following results: Lincoln and Ham] 1,866,452; Douglas and Johnson, 1,376,957; Breckinridge and Lane, 849,7 and Bell and Everett, 588,879.
SECESSION
" There could be no mistake," says Gold win Smith^ "about the sign eance of the election by Northern votes of a president who looked forward seeing slavery ' put where the people would be satisfied that it was in cou: of ultimate extinction/ " Among the more radical Southerners there is question but that the result was really welcomed. Conditions in the cott states were such that their policy no matter how extreme would undoubtec dominate the section and overcome whatever conservative opposition th< was, These extremists made it a point to misrepresent the intentions a principles of the republican party, and their arguments convinced the maj' ity of their people that in dealing with slavery Lincoln and his advisers woi not scruple to disregard constitutional guarantees. As proof of this ass tion they pointed to the legislation enacted in almost every Northern sfc which commonly went by the name of " personal liberty laws/' the intent which was plainly to nullify the operation of the Fugitive Slave Law, a secure for fugitive slaves legal privileges which the federal statutes denii Pro-slavery agitators made no distinction between the republican party a the detested abolitionists; yet, as Woodrow Wilson,^ a Southern writer, poii out, "the vast maj rity of its adherents were almost as much repelled by 1 violent temper of the abolitionists as were the Southern leaders themselve It was this extreme view of the Southern radicals that now became the vi of the greater part of the South. When this stage was reached it was ma festly impossible longer to preserve the Union.
South Carolina was the only state in which presidential electors were s chosen by the legislature. After casting their votes for Breckinridge electi on November 6th, the legislators remained in session to await the result the nation. The governors of the cotton states had taken counsel togetl regarding the course to be pursued in the event of Lincoln's election, anc had been practically agreed that should one state feel called upon to sece from the Union she would receive the support of the others. Upon the supreme court- the republicans demanded that congress should legislate for the pro-llibition of slavery in the territories; and the Southern democrats demanded that congress should legislate for the protection of slavery in the territories.
